278                     ECONOMIC HISTORY
ment  disappeared,  and  the  regulation  of trade and the
control of general municipal activities passed into the hands
of one and the same body.    The ultimate identity of gild
and borough is seen in 1408, when the mayor of Winchester
together with the recorder and one of the bailiffs appeared
" on behalf of themselves and the commonalty of the gild
merchant " before the authorities of London to complain
of the exaction of tolll.    Again the earliest of the corporate
seals used by the city of Gloucester, dating from the first
half of the thirteenth century, bears the inscription in Latin :
" Seal of the burgesses of the gild merchant" *.    At Bristol
the close connexion of the gild merchant and the civic body
is shown by the existence of a common purse, for the burgesses
announced to Edward II. that " out of the profits of the
gild of merchants and of the town they supported eight
bridges " and other town charges 3.   Further, however distinct
the gild merchant and the burghal polity may have been
in their origin, the former must have exercised great influence
upon the municipal constitution in the later stages of its
development.    From the first the gild formed a corporate
body whose members were knit together by the identity of
their commercial interests, and this example would awaken
in the whole body of burgesses a feeling of unity and a
consciousness  of mutual  bonds.     Its  influence  would be
felt more especially in dependent boroughs subject to mesne
lords,   which   were   struggling   to   emancipate   themselves
from seigniorial control and  to  acquire rights  of liberty
and  self - government.     Here  the  gild  merchant  became
the nucleus around which the townsmen rallied in their
fight  for  municipal  freedom,   and  where   they  learnt  to
appreciate  the  possibilities  of  communal  action  and  to
organize themselves for purposes of aggression and defence.
At Cirencester when the townsmen broke out into revolt
against the supremacy of the abbey, their first step was to
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